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Identification Description
Definition

A wildland/urban interfac@/VUI) area is that geographic area in which structures and other
human development meets otarmingles with wildland or vegetative fuelsVAUI fire is a fire
located in that geographic area. There are numerous locations within Pierce County where
structural developments meet and intermingle with the wildland areas. This condition gives rise
to the possibility ofWUI fires, especially when weather conditiare dry and fuels are

abundant.

Types

WUI fires occur naturally (lightning strikes) or are started by pe&@#eondary events such as
erosion, landslides, and flash floods often occur @asmhich have been affected by wildland
fires? There are three types WfUI fires, delineated by causehey are described below.

Naturally Occurring Ares

Naturally occurring interface fires, especiatypse caused by lightning, are rare in western
Washington® However, vildland fires started by lightning in Washingtstateburn more state
protected acreage than any other caaseaverage of 10,866 acres annually.

Manmade Ares

Manmade interface fires,t e mmi ng fr om peopl efiresknowladge dre s s ness
common causes of -siindteeor fpaecoep |fel rsetsar ti VWe7s% of t he
in Eastern WashingtohMajor causes include arson, recreational fires that get out of control,
smoker 6s car el es s nheldren playidgewitr fireEronb 1992 t0i2008, on and ¢
average, people caused more than 500 wildland fires each year emwstateor protected

lands; this compares to 135 fires caused by lightning strikes. Human caused fires in Washington

burn an average of404 sateprotected acres each yéar.

Controlled Burns
Controlled burnsrefires conducted because the fire cycle is an important aspectagement

for all ecosystemand controlled burns are not considered hazards unless they get out of
control”

Profile

Location and Extent

Eastern Washington faces the greatest risk of fire, though Western Washington does have areas
of risk as well. The WashingtorstateDepartment of Natural Resources and its federal and local
partners determinethe communitiesn the statehat are at high risk after evaluating them for
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fire behavior potential, fire protection capability, and risk to social, cultural and community
resource$ Map 4.M5-1 illustrates the location and extent of these communities for the entire
state.The following communities within Pierce Courdye identifiedas having a high risk to the
WUI fire hazard: Ashford, Elbe, Eatonville, and Roy. Several other communities are identified
in neighboring counties that are in close proximity to the Pierce Cbontier.

Map 4.M5-1 Washington State Fire Hazard Map
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As the map illustratethe areas of greatest riskunincorporated Pierce County incluithe
Greenwater area northeast of Mt. Raidievhichincludes theCrystal Mountairresort ared

and the southern portion of the County extending from the Eatonville area to the Rdyharea.
Forest Canopiap4.M5-2 provides firther detail regarding the location and extent of éunel
areas oWWUI. The mapconfirmsthat the aeas of greest risk due t&WUI firesare those

identified inMap 4M5-1 and illustrates that other areas of the Cascade foothills may also be at
risk.

In order to prevent wildland firdsom logging activitiesthe Washington State Department of
Natural Resource®NR), along with the US Forest Service (USFS), the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), and the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BfélJow the Industrial Fire

Precaution Levels (IFPL). This classificatisnbased on the National Fire Danger Rating System
(NFDRS)and covers the types of equipment that can be usedhaidhours of operatiort has

a range from I, considered to have little danger, to IV which involves a general shuatidinen
forest™®
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Map 4.M5-2 Pierce County Forest Caiopy
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Source: The Pierce County Regional Ecosystem Analysi 1
The Planning and Land Services Department received this data from the Urban Forest Center of American Forests.

Less than 20% Tree/Canopy Cover ] 5010 59% Tree/Canopy Cover

2010 29% Tree/Canopy Cover B 6010 69% Tree/Canopy Cover
3010 39% Tree/Canopy Cover I 0 or greater Tree/Canopy Cover
40 1049% Tree/Canopy Cover

's was derived from Landsat Images of 1972, 1986 and 1996.

1996 Canopy Cover
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Due to variableaffectingthe fire threataused by topography, weather, and the amount of fuel
the DNR has created 38 different fire danger rating ameagnesbased on recommended
actions by the NFDR3f these, ltere areés different fire dager rating areas that cowdifferent
portions ofPierce CountyThesenclude areas654, 655, 657, 659N and 659S and thag be
seen on Map 4.Bt3.

Map 4.M5-3 Industrial Fire Precaution Level Shutdown Zoneg!

EachShutdown Zone has unique characterisassmentioned aboyef topography, weather
and the quantity of available fugat usually create situation$ similar fire danger thraghout
the zonebut that could be different for adjacent zari#sese different characteristican lead to
thelFPL alsobeng different for adjacent zones.

In addition to the industrial controls, the DNR administers the Public Use Restrictiongsidimiti
the publicdés use and access to f'olkettet ed | ands
industrial limitations there are four levelsantrol that can be exercised. These are:

Summer Fire Rulesi In affect from April 15 toOctoberl5 or longer ifwarranted
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